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The year 2020 started on a very sad note with the pandemic and at times it was not
clear how to go about it. The pandemic made us drop everything and got us into a
lockdown. A lot of people lost their lives. At this point, there is hardly a family that was
not affected either directly or indirectly. Fear of the pandemic has not subsided yet,
but at least we have learnt that if we keep to the regulations of social distancing, sanitizing, and wearing a mask we can reduce the spread of the infection until an ultimate
solution is in place. We are slowly learning to adjust to the situation that life can go
forward.
As the Kolping Society in South Africa, we also had to bring everything to a stop. We
reflected on some of the essential needs that we can continue with e.g. assisting families in need with food vouchers, supporting the food campaign of the Archdiocese of
Cape Town, and ensuring that some of the essential workshops e.g. WOP are
creatively given an opportunity to continue.
As the Kolping Board, we had to find means to continue with our oversight responsibilities, ensuring that reasonably anything that can be done is done in a protected space.
We utilized the popular online communication for all our Board meetings last year,
something that was challenging to members where signal was at times not so great.
We carried on despite the difficulties until we reached a point where we could comfortably manage.
In the midst of all these challenges in our execution of things to be done, we observed
the effort of the KSA staff in ensuring that our organization does not get to a point of
collapse. There was still hard work even though people were working from their
homes. An opportunity to resume when the country was at lockdown 1 brought hope
for recovery which was short lived.
It is with great joy as the Chairperson to share with you that we have a resilient team
that really made things happen. I applaud the National Coordinator for executing the
vision of the KSA under very difficult circumstances. The year 2020 in particular
where our three-year cycle with the BMZ was coming to an end. A lot had to be done
by the team to ensure that the 2018-2020 cycle is concluded successfully in order to
guarantee funds for another three-year cycle.
All parish-based groups were requested by the Church leadership to discontinue during the entire pandemic period. Social media communication was used by many
Kolping Families to keep the Family spirit and to use social media as means to communicate our support to everyone who lost a family member or felt sick through the
COVID-19 pandemic. Well done to all the efforts that each one of us have made in our
different areas. Every little effort that you make is counted!
Communication with the Families was limited but with the appointment of the new
National Membership Coordinator, Ms Jacky Molefe, communication has already
improved.
Let us grab 2021 with both hands and make the most out of it!
Treu Kolping
Zukile Tom
Kolping South Africa Chairperson

- February 2021

Family Life & Spirituality
Family Life and Spirituality are the two themes which emerged from Kolping
South Africa’s 2 day Membership Strategic Actioning meeting which took place on
25th and 26th November at the CWD building, 146 Lawrence Rd, Athlone.
An important two days, this was, as the members, board and staff workshopped
together with the help of the facilitator, Imelda Diouf, from Sekwele Centre for
Family Studies, working through the issues that face us as society today. Kolping
Families who could not be present because of distance, submitted their input via a
questionnaire that was sent to them earlier.
Blessed Adolph Kolping said: “The signs of the times will teach you what to do.”
Today we experience the breakdown of Family Life and we realise that in order for
people to become happy and healthy adults, they need to experience happy and
healthy Family Life. The different types of family life, e.g. single parents, child
headed households, divorced parents, widowed parents, etc, are our reality today. Kolping will focus for the
next two years on helping families to grow and become resilient.

The first thing that a
person finds in life
and the last to which
he holds out his
hand, and the most
precious that he
possesses, even if
he does not realize
it, is Family Life
Bl Adolph Kolping.
(1813-1865)

Our Spirituality is linked to everything we do. Spirituality is how
we live out our faith. We live it out in our personal lives, with
our families, our friends, our colleagues and with our neighbours
in society. During the next
two years Kolping South
Africa will focus on deepening and strengthening
the Spirituality of it’s members as Christians and as Kolping members.
A core team, consisting of Fr Kizito Gugah, Fr Willem Basson, Mr Zukile Tom
and Ms Judith Turner, was mandated in a meeting of KSA Praeses from the
different dioceses to compile a Spirituality Booklet for use by Kolping members. The team, lead by Fr Willem Basson, completed the booklet, called
Faith in Action, which has now gone for editing and printing. It will soon be
available.

New Beginnings….
Kolping Matjieskloof
On 13th-14th November 2020, thirteen enthusiastic members of St Peter &
Paul Parish in Matjieskloof, together with their parish priest, Fr Koos Walters,
participated in the Kolping Foundation Training. Matjieskloof forms part of
Namakwaland and is situated just outside the town of Springbok in the Northern Cape. During the workshop the participants identified what they have as
assets and what their needs are. From this information they will decide what
project to do.

Child Safeguarding & Protection
STATISTICS

•

It is estimated that around
3 500 babies are abandoned
every year in South Africa.
"

About 3.5 million children
are orphans. Yet, last year,
only 1 033 were adopted."

•

According to the Children's
Institute, as many as 500
children die annually of
abuse and neglect, while
crime statistics show that
985 children were
murdered in 2017/2018.
Optimus Study (2018)

•

Mk 9:42 “if anyone causes one of
these little ones – those who believe
in me – to stumble, it would be better
for them if a large millstone were
hung around their neck and they were
thrown into the sea.”

With these statistics, how could anyone remain silent or indifferent?
Blessed Adolph Kolping said: “The signs of the times will teach you
what to do.”
In this regard a Train-the-Trainer workshop was held in November at the
Kolping House in Dysselsdorp, for 4 members from Port Elizabeth, 7
members from Kimberley, 3 members from Cape Town, 2 from
Oudtshoorn and 1 from Keimoes-Upington diocese. The aim of the
training was to have a pool of trained members who are able to inform
others and raise awareness about child safeguarding and protection to
bring down the cases of child abuse and neglect in their respective communities.
Kimberley and Port Elizabeth dioceses will have further training later this
year. Contact Sr Clementina Mokone in Kimberley - 072 653 7708 and Fr
Luvuyo Madikane in Port Elizabeth - 083 3189 363
Send email to Thandi: childsafeguardingadministrator@kolpingsa.co.za
Send WhatsApp to: 081 055 5728

Participants from Port Elizabeth, Kimberley, Oudtshoorn and Cape Town dioceses together with the facilitators from Save the Children SA and Catholic Institute of Education who facilitated the workshop.

The Work of Our Hands…..
This beautiful banner, depicting the life and work of Blessed
Adolph Kolping, the sacraments of the Catholic church and the
liturgical seasons of the church, was designed and coordinated by
Mrs Avril Adams, pictured in the photo.
Avril together with a team of women, Marie Jacobs (RIP), Adelaide
Sckrikker, Avril Borchards, Gail Abrahams, Julia Nakeli, Lavina Sylvester, Marilyn Thomas and Rosemary Overmeyer, created this
banner in the period of February to September 2020, meeting
once a week. During the Lockdown, meetings were not possible
and the women continued working on their individual pieces at
home.
On the 25th January, Fr Kizito Gugah, KSA National Praeses and Fr
Emmanuel Okika, Diocesan Praeses for Cape Town, blessed the
banner during a beautiful celebration in the Kolping Chapel.

Kolping Family Dysselsdorp

Anyone interested in ordering any such Liturgical Art, can send a
WhatsApp to 081 055 5728.

Pictured below are members of the
Kolping Family Dysselsdorp together with
the new National Membership Coordinator, Ms Jacky Molefe.

Competition Time
“Someone’s gotta win, and it might as well be
YOU!”

Answer these easy questions below and WhatsApp your answers to
081 055 5728 by Tuesday 9th March 2021 at 12h00.
1.
2.
3.

In which town was Adolph Kolping born?
Who is the President of South Africa?
What is the national tree of South Africa?

PRIZES:
15th March - due date for Membership Fees to be paid to the National
Office.
10th April - Annual General Meeting
1st May - Worker’s Day

First Prize = 3 Gigs data
Second Prize = 2 Gigs data
Third Prize = 1 Gig data

The draw will take place on Wednesday 10th March and the winners
will be announced on the KSA Facebook page on the same day.
The judges decision is final.

9th May - Mother’s Day
20th June - Father’s Day
Send your Kolping Family pictures describing the Who, What, When, Where to
membership@kolpingsa.co.za or
WhatsApp to 081 055 5728 for publication in the next KSA News.

